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Dr. C. B. Koppiker and Ms. Laleh Busheri were
invited as guest speakers at the 'II
International Baku Breast Cancer Congress,
Baku, Azerbaijan.

Dr. Koppiker presented a talk during the 4th
ICGA Conference hosted at IISER, Pune.

BreastGlobal Masterclass "A Comprehensive
guide to a good Mastectomy" was held on 5th of
October 2023.

Breast Global organized ‘Patient Centric
Webinar for a holistic approach to well-being’

Dr. Koppiker’s article was featured in the ‘Ask
the Expert’ section in Femina October 2023
issue.

Ms. Laleh Busheri gave an awareness talk at
Central Park Hotel , Pune

Ms. Laleh Busheri gave an Awareness Talk at
Eaton India Ltd. Eon free Zone, Kharadi, Pune.

Ms. Laleh Busheri gave an awareness talk at
CHRIST University, Lavasa Pune. 

Dr. Madhura Kulkarni's abstract "Role of YAP in
HER2-mediated Tumorigenesis" was accepted for
oral presentation at 9th International Conference
on Hippo Signalling in Development, Disease and
New Therapies, Biopolis Singapore

ABOUT PCCM
NEWSLETTER 
PCCM Newsletter is our way of
connecting with our patients and
supporters. With the Newsletter we
bring to you the latest updates of our
activities at PCCM. Along with our
continued efforts for the provision of
state-of-the-art integrative care for
our patients through Orchids Breast
Health Care , we include updates from
the research arm at PCCM, Centre for
Translational Cancer Research (CTCR).
CTCR an initiative between PCCM and
IISER Pune is working towards
addressing breast cancer research
questions relevant to our society, as
well as our capacity building
initiatives International School of
Oncoplasty in collaboration with
University of East Anglia, UK and
online learning platform BreastGlobal.
Your support and encouragement is
what keeps us going, be a part of our
journey with the newsletter.
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Dr. C. B. Koppiker was invited as a guest speaker at the 'II International
Baku Breast Cancer Congress, Baku, Azerbaijan

Dr. Koppiker was a distinguished guest speaker at the 'II International Baku Breast
Cancer Congress' held at the Hilton Hotel in Baku on October 27th and 28th, 2023.
The event gathered a diverse and international group of prominent oncologists and
experts in the field of breast cancer.
During the congress, Dr. Koppiker delivered an insightful presentation on the topic
of "Chest Wall Perforator Flaps: Their Versatility and Adaptability”. This
presentation covered the use of chest wall perforator flaps in reconstructive
surgery in breast cancer patients. His presentation was very well received by the
audience.
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Ms Laleh Busheri was invited as a guest speaker at the 'II International
Baku Breast Cancer Congress, Baku, Azerbaijan

Ms Laleh Busheri was invited as a guest speaker at the 'II International Baku Breast
Cancer Congress’ held on October 27th and 28th, 2023 at the Hilton Hotel in Baku.
This conference brought together a global community of renowned oncologists. At
the conference, Ms. Busheri represented PCCM and presented on 'From Bench to
Bedside Breast Biobank Fueling Breast Cancer Research in India'. Her presentation
focused on studying breast cancer in an Indian context, particularly at a smaller
centre, Orchid's Breast Health Clinic, which deals with breast cancer patients. Ms.
Busheri elaborated on the various projects undertaken by PCCM, with a particular
emphasis on their efforts to understand breast cancer in India. She highlighted
PCCM's impact on research, academics, patient care, and clinical practice.
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Dr. Koppiker presented a talk during the 4th ICGA Conference hosted at
IISER,  Pune.

Indian Cancer Genome Atlas, a national initiative to profile cancers in India was
initiated in PCCM through the seed funding of Bajaj Auto Ltd. The 1st TCGA
Conference was organized by PCCM at IISER Pune in 2019. After two virtual
conferences in 2020 and 2022, the 4th ICGA Conference 2023, co-organized by PCCM
was held in IISER-Pune from October 6th to 8th 2023.  
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D u r i n g  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  D r .  K o p p i k e r  d e l i v e r e d  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n  e n t i t l e d
" B r i d g i n g  t h e  G a p :  P r a s h a n t i  C a n c e r  C a r e  M i s s i o n ' s  D a t a - D r i v e n
R e v o l u t i o n . "  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  D r .  K o p p i k e r  a l s o  a c t i v e l y
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  p a n e l  d i s c u s s i o n  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  " I C G A :  A  G a m e
C h a n g e r  f o r  C a n c e r  G e n o m i c s  a n d  P r e c i s i o n  O n c o l o g y  i n  I n d i a . "  T h i s  p a n e l
d i s c u s s i o n  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r  e x p e r t s  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  I n d i a  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e
p o t e n t i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i v e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  C a n c e r  G e n o m e  A t l a s  ( I C G A )
o n  c a n c e r  g e n o m i c s  a n d  p r e c i s i o n  o n c o l o g y  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .



Research team of PCCM-CTCR participated in the 4th ICGA Conference
held at IISER Pune.

CTCR-PCCM had an exceptional presence at the recent 4th Indian Cancer Genome
Atlas (ICGA) Conference, held from October 6th to 8th, 2023, at IISER Pune. The
participants contributed to the theme of the conference "Advancing towards
integrated precision oncology in India"
CTCR-PCCM presented three enlightening talks, shedding light on the current
state of breast cancer in our country and sharing CTCR-PCCM’s innovative
approach to breast cancer management. These discussions sparked valuable
conversations and collaborations with fellow researchers and clinicians. The
research staff also presented seven research posters at the conference. Ten
percent of the posters presented at the conference hailed from the CTCR-PCCM
team.
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BreastGlobal Masterclass "A Comprehensive guide to a good Mastectomy"
was held on 5th of October 2023

BreastGlobal Masterclass "A Comprehensive guide to a good Mastectomy" was
held on 5th of October 2023.

W i t h  u p t o  6 0 0  r e g i s t r a t i o n s ,  t h e  s e s s i o n  w a s  h i g h l y  i n t e r a c t i v e ,  w i t h
e n g a g i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s .  P r o f e s s o r  C h i n t a m a n i
d e l i v e r e d  a  c a p t i v a t i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n  c o n v e n t i o n a l  t e c h n i q u e s  f o r
b r e a s t  c a n c e r  m a n a g e m e n t .   F o l l o w i n g  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  P r o f .
M a u r i z i o  B r u n o  N a v a  d i s c u s s e d  o n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  M a n a g e m e n t  o f
B r e a s t  c a n c e r  b y  s h a r i n g  i l l u s t r a t i v e  c a s e s  f r o m  h i s  c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e .   
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Breast Global organized ‘Patient Centric Webinar for a holistic approach to
well-being’

Dr. Sanyogita Nimbalkar discussed the role of yoga techniques for breast cancer
patients. 
Dr. Neeta Nair shared insights into her study, ‘Yoga in Women undergoing breast
cancer treatment : A randomized controlled Trial’. She highlighted the importance
of Yoga in breast cancer rehabilitation.
Dr. Deepti Kadu highlighted onco-physiotherapy in breast cancer rehabilitation. 
Dr. Syeda Zubeda discussed the role of genetic counselling in breast cancer
patients. 

On 27th of October, Breast Global organized a 'Patient-Centric Webinar for a holistic
approach to well-being.' This webinar brought together experts in their field to share
insights on breast cancer care and rehabilitation. 
The Patient-Centric Webinar organized by Breast Global featured presentations from
various experts: 

These presentations covered diverse aspects of breast cancer care, including holistic
well-being, rehabilitation, and genetic factors, providing a comprehensive approach
to patient support.
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Dr. Koppiker’s article was featured in the ‘Ask the Expert’ section in
Femina October 2023 issue.

Dr. Koppiker’s article on ‘ Understanding radiology for breast cancer diagnosis’
was featured in the ‘Ask the Expert’ section in Femina October 2023 issue. The
article delved into the understanding of technical terminologies related to
radiological diagnostic procedures and their significance in breast cancer
diagnosis.
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Ms. Laleh Busheri gave an awareness talk Central Park Hotel , Pune.

On October 6th, 2023, Ms. Laleh Busheri gave a breast cancer awareness talk at the
Central Park Hotel in Pune. The talk was titled ‘Know Your Risks, Be Aware:
Empowering Women Against Breast Cancer’. During the presentation, Ms. Laleh
emphasized the importance of knowing the signs and symptoms of breast cancer,
highlighting the significance of early detection. She shared insights into PCCM’s
Orchids Clinic, which serves as a crucial resource for breast cancer information,
screenings, support, and treatment. Ms. Laleh also debunked common myths
surrounding breast cancer.
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Ms. Laleh Busheri gave an Awareness Talk at Eaton India Ltd. Eon free
Zone, Kharadi, Pune.

On 11th of October 2023,  Ms. Laleh Busheri gave an awareness talk at Eaton
India Ltd. Kharadi, Pune. Her talk on breast cancer awareness offered deep
insights into the significance of early detection, risk factors and the latest
advancements in breast cancer research and treatment. The talk was very
well received by the audience.
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Ms. Laleh Busheri gave an awareness talk at CHRIST University, Lavasa
Pune. 

On 14th of October, Ms. Laleh Busheri presented an awareness talk at Christ
University, Lavasa, Pune. The awareness talk covered the basic signs and
symptoms of breast cancer and the myths associated with breast cancer. Her talk
was followed by Clinical Breast Examination (CBE) of 75 civilians by Ms. Smeeta
Nare and Ms. Ruth.
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Breast Cancer Awareness campaign was conducted at Maxion Wheels, Khed
City, Kanhersar

On 17th October 2023, Breast Cancer Awareness campaign was conducted at
Maxion Wheels, Khed City, Kanhersar. Ms. Smeeta Nare from PCCM-CTCR
delivered an informative talk on breast cancer followed by Clinical Breast
Examination (CBE) for 30 civilians.

N O V E M B E R  2 0 2 3  |  V O L U M E  1 2 9  I S S U E  7 3  



On 18th of October 2023, Breast Cancer Awareness campaign was conducted at
Khedekar Hospital, Pune. Ms Smeeta Nare from PCCM- CTCR delivered an
informative talk on breast cancer followed by Clinical Breast Examination (CBE)
for 68 civilians.

Breast Cancer Awareness campaign was conducted at Khedekar Hospital,
Pune.
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RESEARCH UPDATES

Dr. Madhura Kulkarni's abstract "Role of YAP in HER2-mediated

Tumorigenesis" was accepted for oral presentation at 9th International

Conference on Hippo Signalling in Development, Disease and New

Therapies, Biopolis Singapore.

Research team at PCCM-CTCR presented 7 research posters at the Indian

Cancer Genome Atlas (ICGA) Conference.
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RESEARCH UPDATES

Advantages of Perforator Flaps in Breast Cancer Surgical Management– A Single
Institutional Audit.
 Surgical management of Central Quadrant Tumors – A Single Institutional
Audit.
 A single institutional audit of surgical management in Triple Negative Breast
Cancers.
 A Cross-Sectional Study Assessing the Impact of a Structured Oncoplastic
Training Program on Surgical Practice in India
 Assessing perception of genetic counselling and genetic testing in Breast
Cancer Patients.
 Setting up of a complementary nutrition clinic for breast cancer patients at a
single surgeon unit from India.
 Breast-Q BCT module translation and linguistic validation to Hindi and Marathi
languages.
 Setting up of a complementary onco-psychology counselling for breast cancer
patients at a single surgeon unit in India
 Assessing germline mutational profile and its clinicopathological associations
in Triple Negative Breast Cancer .
 Triple-negative breast cancer tumor microenvironment profiled for immune
infiltrates stratified for treatment response – Indian cohort of breast cancer
patients.
 Prognostic significance of Yes-associated protein-1 (YAP1) in molecular
subtypes of an Indian cohort of breast cancer patients
 Synergistic effect of YAP and HER2 growth factor receptor signalling in
mammary epithelial cell line.

 O n g o i n g  p r o j e c t s  a n d  m a n u s c r i p t s :  
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RESEARCH UPDATES: BIOBANK

F o r m a l i n - F i x e d  P a r a f f i n - E m b e d d e d
( F F P E )

FFPE is a way of preservation of tissue samples in
a paraffin block. FFPE blocks can be stored up to 12
years at ambient temperature and used for
research purposes.  With patient consent, we
collect both biopsy and surgery blocks for the
biobank. Currently the biobank houses over 1500
FFPE blocks.
 
This month
Total  Blocks-27 
Biopsy blocks-16
Surgery blocks- 11

 

F r e s h  F r o z e n  ( F F )

The fresh frozen breast tissue biobank was
established to facilitate genomics and proteomics
studies. The 'Fresh Frozen' Biobank collects
consented fresh frozen breast tissue samples from
Tru cut biopsy and VAB procedures. Over 100
samples collected till date.

10 Fresh frozen tissue samples collected this month
 

Biobank is a repository where biological samples that facilitate research studies are
conserved and stored, we specifically have breast tissue biobank- Formalin-Fixed
and Paraffin-Embedded (FFPE) and Fresh Frozen (FF).
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F r e e s h i p s /  M a j o r  C o n c e s s i o n  f o r  D i a g n o s t i c s ,  S u r g e r y ,  C h e m o t h e r a p y ,
O n c o -  P h a r m a c y ,  C l i n i c a l  P r o c e d u r e s  a n d  C o n s u l t a t i o n s  a t  O r c h i d s

B r e a s t  H e a l t h  i n  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3

M a m m o g r a p h y :
7 6  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  /  c o n c e s s i o n a l
m a m m o g r a p h y

B i o p s y
1 5  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  a n d
c o n c e s s i o n a l  b i o p s y  

S o n o g r a p h y :
1 1 0  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  /  c o n c e s s i o n a l
s o n o g r a p h y
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F r e e s h i p s /  M a j o r  C o n c e s s i o n  f o r  D i a g n o s t i c s ,  S u r g e r y ,  C h e m o t h e r a p y ,
O n c o -  P h a r m a c y ,  C l i n i c a l  P r o c e d u r e s  a n d  C o n s u l t a t i o n s  a t  O r c h i d s

B r e a s t  H e a l t h  i n  O c t o b e r  2 0 2 3

S u r g e r y
1 5  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e s h i p / m a j o r
c o n c e s s i o n s  o n  b r e a s t
s u r g e r y

O n c o - P h a r m a c y
1 9 0  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  / c o n c e s s i o n a l
m e d i c i n e s  f r o m  o u r
o n c o - p h a r m a c y

C h e m o t h e r a p y  / D a y  C a r e
3 0  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d  f r e e
c h e m o t h e r a p y
9 5  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d  m a j o r
c o n c e s s i o n s  a t  o u r  d a y  c a r e
c e n t r e  f o r  c h e m o t h e r a p y
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  F r e e  C o u n s e l l i n g  S e r v i c e s  a t  O r c h i d s  B r e a s t  H e a l t h   

O n c o - P s y c h o l o g y
C o u n s e l l i n g  

2 1 2  p a t i e n t s  h a v e  r e c e i v e d
f r e e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l
c o u n s e l l i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e m
s t r o n g e r  d u r i n g  t h i s
t o u g h  t i m e

N u t r i t i o n  C o u n s e l l i n g  
1 8 9  p a t i e n t s  r e c e i v e d  f r e e
n u t r i t i o n  c o u n s e l l i n g  t o
f i g h t  c a n c e r  t r e a t m e n t
b e t t e r

O n c o - G e n e t i c
C o u n s e l l i n g

 1 9 0  p a t i e n t s  h a v e
r e c e i v e d  f r e e  g e n e t i c
c o u n s e l l i n g  s e r v i c e s  s o
f a r  
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Nassim Khatri     
   

डॉ�टर को��पकर चेतन सर इनको हमारी तरफ से बोहोत सला। म� नसीम ख�ी
�ै�ट क� सर क� पेश�ट �। शु� म� म� बोहोत घबरा गई थी ले�कन यहपार आकर
देशमुख सर ने हास बोल कर क� बीमारी का डर �दल से �नकल गया हमे महसूस
ही नै करवाया क� हम बीमार ह� बोहोत तस�ली द�। मेरा ��टम�ट �� म� करवाया
इलाज अ�े से चल रहा है। यहाँ घरजैसा ही मोहोल है। अ�लाताला साब को
��नयाक� सब खु�शया कामया�बयां नसीब हो। हमारी �आए हमेशा इनके साथ है 

Varsha Bidkar

मी �शांती कॅ�सर केअरचे खूप नाव ऐकले होते. मी ज��हा इकडे आलो त��हा थोडा
मनाम�ये भीती वाटत होतो. �क एवढे मोठे ��ल�नक आ�ण इकडे ��टमे�ट�यायची
आता. �कती पैसे लागतील, आ�ण एवढ� आपली ऐपत आहे का? आसा मनात
वाटत होता. परंतु ज��हा कोपीकर सरांना भेटलो आ�ण मा�या बायकोला गाठ
होती �याब�लसां�गतले, सरांनी आ�हाला काय कायचे आता याची क�पना �दली.
सग�या गो�ी खूप शांतपणे समजावून सां�गत�या. सव� मनात�या शंका �र
के�या. �शांती म�ये आ�यावर सव� ��टम�ट झटकन झा�या. �ली�नकमधीलसव�
�टाफ खूप छान आहे. सव� काम हे �नय�मत व काटेकोरपणे केले जाते. सवा�चे
बोलणे वागणे छान आहे. सव� शांतपणे समजावतात आ�ण कधीही �चडत नाहीत.
इथे जो कोणी पेशंट येईल तो इकडे खेळ�मेळ��या वातावरणामुळे लवकर बारा
होईल.

  

T e s t i m o n i a l s  o f  a  f e w  p a t i e n t s  w h o  w e r e  a d o p t e d  f o r  
F r e e s h i p  
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  Alka Tambe 

I am immensely grateful for the exceptional care mom received during her
cancer treatment, surgery, and chemotherapy at Orchid breast health. The entire
hospital staff exhibit unwavering support and doctors have remarkable
expertise and compassion throughout challenging journeys. In April when my
mom was diagnosed with malignancy their guidance and care became beacon of
hope. We owe a debt of gratitude to Orchid Hospital and its dedicated team of
their invaluable role in my mom’s recovery. 

                                    

Dr. Milind Dorda 

We are coming to the clinic for the last two visits regarding my mother’s breast
surgery. The first consultation was impressive, and we could feel the caring
nature of doctor and his patience to very query. This gave us confidence that we
are in the right hands and hoping for the best surgery outcome in the coming
time. 

Priya Patil

I visited the clinic for the first time in March. Dr. Koppikar and his staff vary
prompt in identifying the treatment plan. All the time a detailed explanation was
provided on queries. The fact that sonography, mammography, biopsy could be
done at the same place is a big plus point. Saving time in traveling and waiting
for service at different places. The counseling provided by other doctors was also
good. 

P C C M  a p p e a l s  f o r  s u p p o r t  a n d  d o n a t i o n s  t o  h e l p  s a v e  b r e a s t  c a n c e r
p a t i e n t s
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P C C M  a p p e a l s  f o r  s u p p o r t  a n d  d o n a t i o n s  t o  h e l p  s a v e  b r e a s t  c a n c e r
p a t i e n t s

We are ever grateful for your generosity and donations over the years that
have helped save the lives of over 10000 young girls & women annually. 
As you know breast cancer treatment is a long and arduous process that not only
has a physical and emotional impact on the patient but also adds the economic
burden of the treatment. We appeal you to help for 2 breast cancer patients in
urgent need of financial support. Below is the list of the needy patients along
with their family and support details and treatment estimation. 

Following are the details through which you can donate to Prashanti You may donate
via either of the two options:
a. Through the donation page on the website:
 https://www.prashanticancercare.org/donations.php
                                           or
b. Send us a cheque in favour of “Prashanti Cancer Care Mission” Address: 1,2
Kapilvastu, Senapati Bapat Road, Pune, Maharashtra 411016

Please mail your Full Name, PAN Card copy, Mobile Number and Address proof to
accounts@prashanticancercare.org so as to enable us to courier or email to you the
80G tax exemption certificate and donation receipt.
Every donation will receive a Receipt, benefit of Tax Deduction under 80G of IT Act
1961 and a Thank you Letter within a week or two.

For any queries, please feel free to contact me personally on 9850251000.
A big thank you once again for all the support over the years. Without your help, it
would be impossible to do what we do. God Bless and wishing you and your family a
blessed life.
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W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  o u r
D o n o r s  &  S u p p o r t e r s

f o r  t h e i r  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s

W a r m  R e g a r d s ,  M s .  L a l e h  B u s h e r i  C E O
P r a s h a n t i  C a n c e r  C a r e  m i s s i o n

V i s i t  u s  a t  :  w w w . p r a s h a n t i c a n c e r c a r e . o r g  /
w w w . o r c h i d s b r e a s t h e a l t h . c o m

h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / o r c h i d s b r e a s t h e a l t h
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